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Secrets of the 
Knights Templar: 
The Hidden History 
of the World's Most 
Powerful Order

S J Hodge Hb $39.99 $34.99 The Knights Templar are one of the most secretive and powerful religious orders in 
history: for over two centuries they were the elite fighting force of the Crusades. 
Highly trained, and adhering to a strict chivalric code, their success on the battlefield 
brought them both wealth and political influence. But it is the legends and secrecy 
surrounding the order and its Grand Masters that continue to fascinate historians and 
general readers alike. Secrets of the Knights Templar examines each of these mysteries 
in turn to reveal the truth about the Knights' secret practices, rituals and codes, as 
well as the continued influence of the Templars today. From the true location of the 
Holy Grail to the Templars' involvement in the Battle of Bannockburn, and from the 
sudden downfall of the order to modern-day claims of descent, S. J. Hodge uncovers 
the hidden links behind the stories and separates historical fact from fiction. 

Crown of Thistles: 
The Fatal 
Inheritance of Mary 
Queen of Scots

Linda Porter Tp $34.99 $29.99 The struggle between the fecund Stewarts and the barren Tudors is generally seen 
only in terms of the relationship between Elizabeth I and her cousin, Mary Queen of 
Scots. But very little has been said about the background to their intense rivalry. Here, 
Linda Porter examines the ancient and intractable power struggle between England 
and Scotland, a struggle intensified during the reigns of Elizabeth and Mary's 
grandfathers. Henry VII aimed to provide stability when he married his daughter, 
Margaret, to James IV of Scotland in 1503. But he must also have known that 
Margaret's descendants might seek to rule the entire island. Crown of Thistles is the 
story of a divided family, of flamboyant kings and queens, cultured courts and tribal 
hatreds, blood feuds, rape and sexual licence on a breath-taking scale, and violent 
deaths. It also brings alive a neglected aspect of British history - the blood-spattered 
steps of two small countries on the fringes of Europe towards an awkward unity that 
would ultimately forge a great nation. 

Danubia: A Personal 
History of Habsburg 
Europe

Simon 
Winder

Tp $29.99 $24.99 For centuries much of Europe was in the hands of the very peculiar Habsburg family. 
An unstable mixture of wizards, obsessives, melancholics, bores, musicians and 
warriors, they saw off - through luck, guile and sheer mulishness - any number of 
rivals, until finally packing up in 1918. From their principal lairs along the Danube they 
ruled most of Central Europe and Germany and interfered everywhere - indeed the 
history of Europe hardly makes sense without them. Simon Winder's extremely funny 
new book plunges the reader into a maelstrom of alchemy, skeletons, jewels, bear-
moats, unfortunate marriages and a guinea-pig village. Danubia is full of music, piracy, 
religion and fighting. It is the history of a dynasty, but it is at least as much about the 
people they ruled, who spoke many different languages, lived in a vast range of 
landscapes, believed in many rival gods and often showed a marked ingratitude 
towards their oddball ruler in Vienna. 

Hanns and Rudolf: 
The German Jew and 
the Hunt for the 
Kommandant of 
Auschwitz

Thomas 
Harding

Tp $34.95 $29.95 Hanns Alexander was the son of a prosperous German family who fled Berlin for 
London in the 1930s. Rudolf Hoss was a farmer and soldier who became the 
Kommandant of Auschwitz Concentration Camp and oversaw the deaths of over a 
million men, women and children. In the aftermath of the Second World War, the first 
British War Crimes Investigation Team is assembled to hunt down the senior Nazi 
officials responsible for the greatest atrocities the world has ever seen. Lieutenant 
Hanns Alexander is one of the lead investigators, Rudolf Hoss his most elusive target. 
In this book Thomas Harding reveals for the very first time the full, exhilarating 
account of Hoss' capture. Moving from the Middle-Eastern campaigns of the First 
World War to bohemian Berlin in the 1920s, to the horror of the concentration camps 
and the trials in Belsen and Nuremberg, it tells the story of two German men whose 
lives diverged, and intersected, in an astonishing way. 

Letter to George 
Clooney

Debra 
Adelaide

Pb $24.99 $22.50 Debra Adelaide's new collection of short stories intricately maps both the sublime and 
the mundane landscape of ordinary lives, with her trademark dark wit and luminous 
intelligence. In Glory in the Flower, distinguished but disillusioned British poet, Bill, 
crosses the world on the promise of a prestigious literary festival only to find himself 
roughing it with an unlikely group of amateur poets, with surprising results. One 
man's attempt to negotiate the Australian taxation system reads like a noir thriller in 
The Pirate Map, and the minefield of internet dating in Chance artfully balances the 
absurd and dark side of the human psyche. Harder Than Your Husband follows a 
serious-minded administrator as he attempts to navigate the induction of a new, and 
rather perplexing, employee. And the final eclipsing story, Letter to George Clooney, 
opens a door into a world of terror and deprivation: searing in its devastating 
restraint, it demonstrates why Adelaide is one of the finest Australian writers of her 
generation. 
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The Following Roger 
McDonald

Tp $32.95 $29.65 Years ago, in a midnight encounter beside the railroad tracks, a young boy meets a 
stranger with a powerful secret, a gift of uncanny understanding and a talent for 
knots. From this encounter, Marcus Friendly's ideas of himself take shape as he rises to 
become Australia's sixteenth Prime Minister. The night he dies, a shadow, 'thin as a 
scythe', is there to collect him when he falls. Another young boy, Ross Devlin, 
witnesses the event. Ross eventually finds himself on an outback station working for 
Kyle Morrison, son of Australia's most famous poet, 'The Bounder'. Kyle suddenly 
needs help to undo a knot of his own, and a young union organiser, Max Petersen, 
steps in to right an old injustice. Now, after years in parliament, Max Petersen, the 
inheritor of the Marcus Friendly tradition in more ways than one, awaits a call from 
the PM for the ministry he craves. Around him, a crisis among friends and family is 
unfolding, and everyone is forced to confront the legacy they have inherited, their 
influence in a changing world and what follows on after them. 

The Night Guest Fiona 
McFarlane

Tp $29.99 $27.00 The debut of a remarkable Australian talent, The Night Guest is a mesmerising novel 
about trust, love, dependence, and the fear that the things you know best can become 
the things you're least certain about. One morning Ruth wakes thinking a tiger has 
been in her seaside house. Later that day a formidable woman called Frida arrives, 
looking as if she's blown in from the sea, but in fact she's come to care for Ruth. Frida 
and the tiger: both are here to stay, and neither is what they seem. Which of them can 
Ruth trust? And, as memories of her childhood in Fiji press upon her with increasing 
urgency, can she even trust herself? The Night Guest introduces a writer who comes 
to us fully formed, working wonders with language, renewing our faith in the power 
of fiction to tap the mysterious workings of our minds, and keeping us spellbound. 

Thornwood House Anna Romer Pb $24.99 $22.50 When Audrey Kepler inherits an abandoned homestead in rural Queensland, she jumps 
at the chance to escape her loveless existence in the city and make a fresh start. In a 
dusty back room of the old house, she discovers the crumbling photo of a handsome 
World War Two medic - Samuel Riordan, the homestead's former occupant - and soon 
finds herself becoming obsessed with him. But as Audrey digs deeper into Samuel's 
story, she discovers he was accused of bashing to death a young woman on his return 
from the war in 1946. When she learns about other unexplained deaths in recent years 
- one of them a young woman with injuries echoing those of the first victim - she 
begins to suspect that the killer is still very much alive. And now Audrey, thanks to 
her need to uncover the past, has provided him with good reason to want to kill again. 

Pursuing Love and 
Death

Heather 
Taylor 
Johnson

Pb $24.99 $22.50 It is customary to bring gifts to a wedding. But as daughter Luna prepares to marry 
her dream husband, the Smith family instead have in tow their own idiosyncratic 
brands of emotional baggage. Her father, Graham, struggles to write his own own 
obituary; her mother, Velma, attempts to negotiate her mid-life crisis with a lover 
seventeen years her junior; her brother, Ginsberg, tries to come to term with being a 
homosexual who has inadvertently fallen in love with his wife; and her obese uncle, 
Darren, starts an obsession with the absurd hero Ignatius J Reilly of John Kennedy 
Toole's A Confederacy of Dunces. Can these hopelessly misguided attempts to unravel 
the complexities of family, legacy, sexuality and, ultimately, love and death, ever come 
to a resolution? A stunning debut novel by Heather Taylor Johnson, Pursuing Love and 
Death is a darkly comic family saga, written with wit, lyricism and poignancy.

Cairo Chris 
Womersley

Tp $29.95 $26.95 Frustrated by country life and eager for adventure and excitement, seventeen-year-old 
Tom Button moves to the city to study. Once there, and living in a rundown apartment 
block called Cairo, he is befriended by the eccentric musician Max Cheever, his 
beautiful wife Sally, and their close-knit circle of painters and poets. As Tom falls 
under the sway of his charismatic older friends, he enters a bohemian world of parties 
and gallery openings. Soon, however, he is caught up in more sinister events involving 
deception and betrayal, not to mention one of the greatest unsolved art heists of the 
twentieth century: the infamous theft of Picasso's Weeping Woman. Set among the 
demimonde - where nothing and nobody is as they seem - Cairo is a novel about 
growing up, the perils of first love, and finding one's true place in the world. 
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MaddAddam Margaret 
Atwood

Hb $35.00 $31.50 A man-made plague has swept the earth, but a small group survives, along with the 
green-eyed Crakers - a gentle species bio-engineered to replace humans. Toby, 
onetime member of the God's Gardeners and expert in mushrooms and bees, is still in 
love with street-smart Zeb, who has an interesting past. The Crakers' reluctant 
prophet, Snowman-the-Jimmy, is hallucinating; Amanda is in shock from a Painballer 
assault; and Ivory Bill yearns for the provocative Swift Fox, who is flirting with Zeb. 
Meanwhile, giant Pigoons and malevolent Painballers threaten to attack. Told with 
wit, dizzying imagination, and dark humour, Booker Prize-winning Margaret Atwood's 
unpredictable, chilling and hilarious MaddAddam takes us further into a challenging 
dystopian world - a moving and dramatic conclusion to the internationally celebrated 
trilogy that began with Oryx and Crake and The Year of the Flood. 

A Thousand Pardons Jonathan 
Dee

Tp $29.99 $27.00 Ben and Helen Armistead have reached breaking point. Once a privileged and loving 
couple, widely envied and respected, it takes just one afternoon - and a single act of 
recklessness - for Ben to deal the final blow, spectacularly demolishing everything 
they built together. Separated from her husband, Helen and her teenage daughter Sara 
leave their family home for Manhattan, where Helen must build a new life for them 
both. There, Helen takes a job in PR - her first in many years. Thrust back into the 
working world, Helen discovers she has a rare gift: she can convince arrogant men to 
admit their mistakes, spinning crises into second chances. But the same forgiveness 
she nurtures so successfully in her professional life is far harder to apply to her 
personal one. Faced with the fallout from her own marriage - her daughter's 
increasingly distant behaviour - Helen must finally confront her own capacity for 
forgiveness. 

The Universe Versus 
Alex Woods

Gavin 
Extence

Pb $16.99 $15.30 A rare meteorite struck Alex Woods when he was ten years old, leaving scars and 
marking him for an extraordinary future. The son of a fortune teller, bookish, and an 
easy target for bullies, Alex hasn't had the easiest childhood. But when he meets 
curmudgeonly widower Mr. Peterson, he finds an unlikely friend. Someone who 
teaches him that that you only get one shot at life. That you have to make it count. So 
when, aged seventeen, Alex is stopped at customs with 113 grams of marijuana, an urn 
full of ashes on the front seat, and an entire nation in uproar, he's fairly sure he's done 
the right thing... Introducing a bright young voice destined to charm the world, The 
Universe Versus Alex Woods is a celebration of curious incidents, astronomy and 
astrology, the works of Kurt Vonnegut and the unexpected connections that form our 
world. 

Songs of Willow 
Frost

Jamie Ford Tp $27.99 $25.20 Twelve-year-old William Eng, a Chinese American boy, has lived at Seattle's Sacred 
Heart Orphanage ever since his mother's listless body was carried away from their 
small apartment five years ago. On his birthday - or rather, the day the nuns designate 
as his birthday - William and the other orphans are taken to the historical Moore 
Theatre, where William glimpses an actress on the silver screen who goes by the name 
of Willow Frost. Struck by her features, William is convinced that the movie star is his 
mother, Liu Song. Determined to find Willow and prove that his mother is still alive, 
William escapes from Sacred Heart with his friend Charlotte. The pair navigate the 
streets of Seattle, where they must not only survive but confront the mysteries of 
William's past and his connection to the exotic film star. The story of Willow Frost, 
however, is far more complicated than the Hollywood fantasy William sees onscreen. 
Shifting between the Great Depression and the 1920s, Songs of Willow Frost takes 
readers on an emotional journey of discovery.

Ostrich Matt Greene Pb $24.99 $22.50 Alex has a story to tell. He just doesn't know what kind it is yet. He's got a lot of the 
same concerns most of us do growing up (exams, puberty and, in his case, a 
punctuation obsession plus a little quantum mechanics) but lately, ever since his brain 
surgery, everyone in his life is behaving more than a little mysteriously. Maybe it's 
adjusting to life after epilepsy or maybe it's the pressure of his pending scholarship 
application, but Alex is starting to see the world through different eyes. He's certain 
there's something rotten at the heart of his parents' marriage, and when his beloved 
hamster Jaws 2 starts acting up as well he decides it's time to investigate. So begins 
the journey that takes him to the limits of his understanding, the edge of his 
endurance, the threshold of manhood, and the country music aisle in Virgin 
Megastore. And eventually, on the eve of his English Composition exam, to the door of 
his mother's home-made dark room. But will Alex have the courage to expose the 
terrible secret that lies beyond? 
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Enon Paul 
Harding

Tp $32.95 $29.65 Hailed as a masterpiece, Tinkers, Paul Harding's Pulitzer Prize-winning debut, is a 
modern classic. Here, in Enon, Harding follows a year in the life of Charlie Crosby as 
he tries to come to terms with a shattering personal tragedy. Grandson of George 
Crosby (the protagonist of Tinkers), Charlie inhabits the same dynamic landscape of 
New England, its seasons mirroring his turbulent emotional odyssey. Along the way, 
Charlie's encounters are brought to life by his wit, his insights into history, and his 
yearning to understand the big questions. A stunning mosaic of human experience, 
Enon affirms Paul Harding as one of the most gifted and profound writers of his 
generation. 

Floodline Kathryn 
Heyman

Tp $29.99 $27.00 When the city of Horneville is destroyed by a flood on the eve of a huge gay Mardi 
Gras, Mikey Brown - the feisty, sexy and dynamic host of a Christian shopping channel 
- knows exactly what she needs to do. Taking her sons with her, she sets out on a 
grand mercy mission. The journey is more than a flood clean-up for Mikey - she wants 
to save the city and teach the godless inhabitants a lesson. Her husband was lost to 
her after attempting to 'mission' to this same festival and this is her chance to lay the 
past to rest. Mustard - an enthusiastic, ebullient, 8 year old - doesn't believe his father 
is dead. In fact, he is determined to find him and knows that Horneville is the place to 
start looking. If anyone can bring him back, Mustard can - and his determination to do 
so will lead him to terrible danger...

Crazy Rich Asians Kevin Kwan Pb $24.99 $22.50 When Rachel Chu agrees to spend the summer in Singapore with her boyfriend, 
Nicholas Young, she envisions a humble family home, long drives to explore the island, 
and quality time with the man she might one day marry. What she doesn't know is 
that Nick's family home happens to look like a palace, that she'll ride in more private 
planes than cars, and that with one of Asia's most eligible bachelors on her arm, 
Rachel might as well have a target on her back. Initiated into a world of dynastic 
splendor beyond imagination, Rachel meets Astrid, the It Girl of Singapore society; 
Eddie, whose family practically lives in the pages of the Hong Kong socialite 
magazines; and Eleanor, Nick's formidable mother, a woman who has very strong 
feelings about who her son should - and should not - marry. 

Bertie's Guide to Life 
and Mothers: 
Scotland St #9

Alexander 
McCall 
Smith

Hb $29.99 $27.00 Once more, we catch up with the delightful goings-on in the fictitious 44 Scotland 
Street from Alexander McCall Smith. With customary charm and deftness, Alexander 
McCall Smith gives us another instalment in this popular series, now running in its 
ninth season in The Scotsman. Anything could happen to Bertie and the gang - 

The Orchard of Lost 
Souls

Nadifa 
Mohamed

Tp $29.99 $27.00 It is 1988 and Hargeisa waits. Whispers of revolution travel on the dry winds but still 
the dictatorship remains secure. Soon, and through the eyes of three women, we will 
see Somalia fall. Nine-year-old Deqo has left the vast refugee camp she was born in, 
lured to the city by the promise of her first pair of shoes. Kawsar, a solitary widow, is 
trapped in her little house with its garden clawed from the desert, confined to her bed 
after a savage beating in the local police station. Filsan, a young female soldier, has 
moved from Mogadishu to suppress the rebellion growing in the north. And as the 
country is unravelled by a civil war that will shock the world, the fates of the three 
women are twisted irrevocably together. Intimate, frank, brimming with beauty and 
fierce love, The Orchard of Lost Souls is an unforgettable account of ordinary lives 
lived in extraordinary times. 
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The Returned Jason Mott Tp $29.99 $27.00 All over the world, people's loved ones are returning from the dead. Exactly as they 
were before they died. As if they had never left. As if it's just another ordinary day. 
Jacob Hargrave tragically drowned over forty years ago. Now he's on his aged parents' 
doorstep, still eight years old: the little boy they knew they'd never see again. As the 
family find themselves at the centre of a community on the brink of collapse, they are 
forced to navigate a whole new reality and question everything they've ever believed. 
No one knows how or why this mysterious event is happening, whether it's a miracle 
or a sign of the end. The only certainty is that their lives will never be the same again. 

The Jade Widow Deborah 
O'Brien

Tp $32.95 $29.65 A captivating historical novel of pioneering Australian women finding their way in a 
man's world, from the author of the bestselling Mr Chen's Emporium. It is 1885, and 
Amy Chen is still in black, more than a decade after the death of her beloved husband 
Charles. But her widow's weeds belie a determined young woman with a big ambition: 
Amy is going to build the grandest rural hotel in the colony of New South Wales, 
complete with its very own 'ascending cabinet'. Meanwhile, her best friend, Eliza 
Miller, has dreams of her own - to become one of Australia's first female doctors. 
However when she returns to Millbrooke from her medical studies at the Sorbonne, 
she finds the job she thought was hers has been taken a by a man. Over the course of 
two turbulent years both women will face difficult choices u love or duty? Career or 
marriage? Is it possible to have it all a? 

Night Film Marisha 
Pessl

Pb $32.95 $29.65 Cult horror director Stanislas Cordova hasn't been seen in public since 1971. To his fans 
he is an enigma. To journalist Scott McGrath he is the enemy. To Ashley he was a 
father. On a damp October night the young, beautiful Ashley Cordova is found dead in 
an abandoned warehouse in lower Manhattan. Her suicide appears to be the latest 
tragedy to hit a severely cursed dynasty. For McGrath, another death connected the 
legendary director seems more than coincidence. Driven by revenge, curiosity and a 
need for the truth, he finds himself pulled into a hypnotic, disorientating world, where 
almost everyone seems afraid. The last time McGrath got close to exposing Cordova, 
he lost his marriage and his career. This time he could lose his grip on reality. 

Grimm Tales: For 
Young and Old

Philip 
Pullman

Pb $22.99 $20.70 In this beautiful book of classic fairy tales, award-winning author Philip Pullman has 
chosen his fifty favourite stories from the Brothers Grimm and presents them in a'clear 
as water' retelling, in his unique and brilliant voice. From the quests and romance of 
classics such as Rapunzel , Snow White and Cinderella to the danger and wit of such 
lesser-known tales as The Three Snake Leaves , Hans-my-Hedgehog and Godfather 
Death , Pullman brings the heart of each timeless tale to the fore, following with a 
brief but fascinating commentary on the story's background and history. In his 
introduction, he discusses how these stories have lasted so long, and become part of 
our collective storytelling imagination. These new versions show the adventures at 
their most lucid and engaging yet. Pullman's Grimm Tales of wicked wives, brave 
children and villainous kings will have you reading, reading aloud and rereading them 
for many years to come. 

Back to Blood Tom Wolfe Pb $19.95 $17.95 As the police boat speeds across Miami's Biscayne Bay, the scene is set for Officer 
Nestor Camacho's great moment of heroism. Except that in this feverous melting pot 
of a city, Nestor's one act of heroism can be seen as an utter betrayal of his Cuban 
roots. As Nestor's world disintegrates - his family disowns him, he can't get a Cuban 
coffee without ugly stares, and his girlfriend Magdalena leaves him for her sex-
addiction psychiatrist boss - his quest to right the wrongs brings him into contact 
with the full panorama of modern Miami. The Cuban mayor, a Yale-marinated 
journalist, the black police chief, a Haitian professor whose ambitions to be French are 
thwarted by his Creole-spouting son, the clueless baying art-buyers and an Anglo 
billionaire porn addict all come up for scrutiny in Tom Wolfe's high-energy, scrupulous 
and hilarious reckoning with our times. 

HISTORICAL FICTION
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The Curse of 
Babylon: Aelric #6

Richard 
Blake

Tp $29.99 $27.00 615 AD. A vengeful Persian tyrant prepares the final blow that will annihilate the 
Empire. Aelric - the young adventurer from England - is now almost as powerful as 
the Emperor. Seemingly without opposition, he dominates the vast and morally 
bankrupt city of Constantinople. One step at a time, in his fortified palace, he is 
pushing forward reforms that are the Roman Empire's only hope of survival, and 
perhaps restoration to wealth and greatness. But his domestic enemies are only 
waiting for their moment to strike back. And the world's most terrifying military 
machine is assembling in secret beyond the mountains of the eastern frontier. The plot 
to destroy the English upstart begins with an ancient and apparently accursed 
Babylonian treasure - and continues with kidnap, revolution and a brutal invasion. 
Can Aelric overcome his greatest challenge yet? Can he call on new and unexpected 
forces to save the Empire? And can he find a personal happiness that has so far eluded 
him? 

The Luminaries Eleanor 
Catton

Tp $29.99 $27.00 It is 1866, and Walter Moody has come to make his fortune upon the New Zealand 
goldfields. On the night of his arrival, he stumbles across a tense gathering of twelve 
local men, who have met in secret to discuss a series of unsolved crimes. A wealthy 
man has vanished, a whore has tried to end her life, and an enormous fortune has 
been discovered in the home of a luckless drunk. Moody is soon drawn into the 
mystery: a network of fates and fortunes that is as complex and exquisitely patterned 
as the night sky. The Luminaries is an extraordinary piece of fiction, which more than 
fulfils the promise of The Rehearsal. Like that novel, it is full of narrative, linguistic 
and psychological pleasures, and has a fiendishly clever and original structuring 
device. 

The Young Lion Blanche 
d'Alpuget

Tp $29.99 $27.00 Geoffrey the Handsome, the virile and charming Duke of Normandy, seduces Queen 
Eleanor of France to spy for him in the struggle between Normandy and France and 
Normandy and England. Said to be the most beautiful woman in Europe, and very rich, 
Eleanor has not been able to give birth to an heir for France. Her liaison with Geoffrey 
could remedy that - or lead to her downfall and Geoffrey's death. But what begins with 
cool calculation becomes a passionate affair. Despite his love for Eleanor, however, 
Geoffrey has larger plans: to help his warrior son, Henry, seize the English throne from 
the uncle who usurped it from its rightful heir, Henry's mother. When Henry is forced 
to intervene to save the lives of his father and Eleanor, he falls foul of the French 
queen - and madly in love with her Byzantine maid. Should he become King of 
England, however, this dazzling foreign girl will never be acceptable as his queen. 

Arena (Roma Arena 
omnibus)

Simon 
Scarrow

Tp $29.99 $27.00 It is AD 41. The city of Rome is a dangerous place. Optio Macro of the Second Legion, 
recently decorated for courage on the battlefield, can't wait to leave the teeming city 
behind. He's dismayed when he's compelled to stay in Rome to train Marcus Valerius 
Pavo, a young gladiatorial recruit. Though fearless Pavo has fought for his life before, 
he's a novice in the arena. But he's a driven man, with a goal dearer than survival - to 
avenge his father's death at the hands of a champion gladiator. Will he live to face his 
nemesis? 

The Amber Road: 
Warrior of Rome #6

Harry 
Sidebottom

Tp $29.99 $27.00 AD 264 - The Roman Empire is torn in two. The western provinces - Gaul, Spain and 
Britain - have been seized by the pretender Postumus. To the east, on the plains of 
northern Italy, the armies of the emperor Gallienus muster. War is coming. Everyone 
must choose a side. On a mission shrouded in secrecy and suspicion, Ballista must 
journey The Amber Road to the far north to Hyperborea, back to his original home and 
the people of his birth. A fearsome, masked warlord attacks, bringing fire and sword 
against the Angles. Yet not all welcome Ballista`s return. Does treachery pose the 
greatest danger?
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Merivel: A Man of 
His Time

Rose 
Tremain

Pb $19.95 $17.95 The Restoration is over and Robert Merivel, renowned physician and courtier to 
Charles II, now faces the anxieties of middle age. Questions crowd his mind: has he 
been a good father? Is he a fair master? Is he the King's friend or the King's slave? In 
search of answers, Merivel sets off for the French court. But Versailles leaves him in 
despair, until a chance encounter with a seductive Swiss botanist allows him to dream 
of an honorable future. But back home, his loyalty and medical skill are about to be 
tested to the limit, while the captive bear he has brought back from France begins to 
cause havoc... With a cascade of lace at his neck and a laugh that can burst out of him 
in the midst of torment, Merivel is soulful, outrageous, and achingly sad. 

In Great Spirits: The 
WWI Diary of Archie 
Barwick - From 
Gallipoli to the 
Western Front and 
Home Again

Archie 
Barwick

Hb $39.99 $36.00 Archie Albert Barwick was an enthusiastic young 24-year-old when he joined the First 
AIF in late August 1914 - his service number was 914. When he learnt that he'd been 
accepted into the army, he was so happy he turned two somersaults for pure joy. This 
is his diary, that he kept throughout the war - from Cairo to Gallipoli, from Marseilles 
through to the terrible winter of 1916 in the Somme, from Ypres to Pozieres. He was 
wounded three times and sent back to the fighting, before finally travelling back home 
in December 1918. This diary is simply a treasure - vivid, alive, compelling. His 
description of the war is by turns down-to-earth, horrifying, illuminating, funny, 
touching and terribly sad. Yet his voice and personality shine through. In his diary, 
Archie describes someone as being 'merry & bright & never downhearted' and this 
could be a description of Archie himself. Readable, spirited and humming with life, In 
Great Spirits is a unique and incredibly moving tribute to the Australian character and 
the ANZAC spirit. 

Ugly: My Memoir Robert Hoge Tp $32.99 $29.70 Home for the Hoges was a bayside suburb of Brisbane. Robert s parents, Mary and 
Vince, knew that his life would be difficult, but they were determined to give him a 
typical Australian childhood. So along with the regular, gruelling and often dangerous 
operations that made medical history and gradually improved Robert s life, there were 
bad haircuts, visits to the local pool, school camps and dreams of summer sports. Ugly 
is Robert s account of his life, from the time of his birth to the arrival of his own 
daughter. It is a story of how the love and support of his family helped him to 
overcome incredible hardships. It is also the story of an extraordinary person living an 
ordinary life, which is perhaps his greatest achievement of all. 

Ian Frazer: The Man 
Who Saved a Million 
Lives

Madonna 
King

Tp $32.95 $29.65 When Professor Ian Frazer,  was awarded the patent for the vaccine to cervical cancer, 
he knew it could help to save the lives of 275,000 women around the world each year. 
Respected across the globe, few people know the real story of the Scottish-born 
Australian of the Year who is behind one of the great medical discoveries of the 
century.  Given exclusive access to Ian Frazer, biographer and award-winning 
journalist Madonna King peels back the many layers of his extraordinary life.  She tells 
of the ongoing struggle for funding cancer research, the herculean international legal 
battle waged to win the patent, the devastating loss of his friend and co-researcher, 
Dr. Jian Zhou, and Ian Frazer's commitment to have the vaccine made available in the 
developing world. Ian Frazer: The man who saved a million lives in an unforgettable 
story of perseverance and aspiration.  And he isn't finished yet, with research 
underway for another historic medical breakthrough.

Damned if I Do Philip 
Nitschke & 
Peter Corris

Tp $29.99 $27.00 This is the revealing, personal story of the man behind the controversial pro-
euthanasia movement, told in his own words. Medical doctor, humanist, author and 
founder/director of Exit International, Philip Nitschke's life has always been in the 
spotlight. The book spans Philip's early days, from his curious, activist student days in 
Adelaide, to working with Aboriginal land rights groups in Australia's Far North; to his 
successful campaign to have euthanasia legalised in Australia and his assistance in 
four people ending their lives before the law was overturned. It covers the controversy 
surrounding Philip's work, including the banning in Australia of his international 
bestselling book The Peaceful Pill, and disturbing reports that many young people 
overdosed on Nembutal, the drug that Exit International recommends for suicide. 
Ultimately, Philip believes that the right to one's own death is as fundamental as the 
right to control one's own life: 'It seems we demand humans to live with indignity, 
pain and anguish whereas we are kinder to our pets when their suffering becomes too 
much.' 
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Clive: The Making of 
Clive Palmer

Sean Parnell Hb $39.99 $36.00 Big-spending Queensland billionaire Clive Palmer bought a football team, helped 
create a political party, added robot dinosaurs to a luxury golf resort and is set to 
recreate the 'Titanic'. But are these just fanciful splurges or something more 
calculated? The reality is that Palmer uses his immense mining wealth (which some 
estimates put at over $6 billion) in a proactive (if sometimes eccentric) global way. His 
personal story is just as colourful and intriguing: Clive spent time as a child in China 
and writes poetry. He is well-known for attention-grabbing statements that send the 
media into a spin. Shortly after Clive was named a National Living Treasure, he 
claimed that the CIA was secretly backing green groups in a bid to kill the Australian 
coal-mining industry. In true Clive fashion, in May 2012 he announced that he was 
building a luxury cruise liner - the 'Titanic II' - and his political feuds are legendary.

Lady Catherine and 
the Real Downton 
Abbey

The 
Countess of 
Carnarvo

Tp $29.99 $27.00 Glamorous and wealthy, Catherine became the toast of London society when she 
travelled across the Atlantic in 1920 to marry the Earl of Porchester, or 'Porchy', as he 
was known. At just 19 Catherine had to learn how to organise and host the lavish 
banquets and weekend house parties that Porchy so loved. She found herself suddenly 
in charge of the more than eighty staff working at Highclere Castle, and persuaded her 
husband to improve their living and working conditions. But things were far from 
perfect. The demands of running such a large household were greater than Lady 
Catherine had expected. Her new husband gradually revealed himself to be a 
scandalous rogue, squandering their money and pursuing silent movie stars across 
London. When World War Two broke out, there was yet more turbulence, with 
Highclere transformed into an American airbase, and host to several hundred soldiers, 
as well as fifty young evacuees from East London.

A Spy in the Archives Sheila 
Fitzpatrick

Tp $32.99 $29.70 In 1968 historian Sheila Fitzpatrick was 'outed' by the Russian newspaper Sovetskaya 
Rossiya as all but a spy for Western intelligence. She was in Moscow at the time, 
working in Soviet archives for her doctoral thesis on AV Lunacharsky, the first Soviet 
Commissar of Enlightenment after the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution. Despite KGB 
attention, and the impossibility of finding a suitable winter coat, Sheila felt more at 
ease in Moscow than in Britainandmdash;a feeling cemented by her friendships with 
Lunacharsky's daughter, Irina, and brother-in-law, Igor, a reform-minded old 
Bolshevik who became a surrogate father and a intellectual mentor. An affair with 
young Communist activist, Sasha, pulled her further into a world in which she already 
felt at home. For the Soviet authorities and archives, however, she would always be 
marked as a foreigner, and so potentially a spy. 

Steve Jobs: The 
Exclusive Biography

Walter 
Isaacson

Pb $32.99 $29.70 From bestselling author Walter Isaacson comes the landmark biography of Apple co-
founder Steve Jobs. In Steve Jobs: The Exclusive Biography, Isaacson provides an 
extraordinary account of Jobs' professional and personal life. Drawn from three years 
of exclusive and unprecedented interviews Isaacson has conducted with Jobs as well 
as extensive interviews with Jobs' family members, key colleagues from Apple and its 
competitors, Steve Jobs: The Exclusive Biography is the definitive portrait of the 
greatest innovator of his generation. 

A History of Silence: 
A Memoir

Lloyd Jones Tp $32.99 $29.70 Stone by stone the basilica was being dismantled in order to be put back together 
again. Each stone was painted with a number and laid with care onto pallets spread 
over the ground... I kept thinking about those numbered stones. Some purpose began 
to take shape. I began to wonder if I might re-trace and recover something of my own 
past, to reassemble it in the manner of the basilica. It was a matter of looking to see if 
any of the original building blocks remained, and where I might find them. A History 
of Silence is a book about a country and a broken landscape. It's about the devastation 
in Christchurch, after the 2011 earthquake. It's about how easily we erase stories we 
find inconvenient. It's about the fault lines which that cataclysmic event opened up in 
Lloyd Jones' understanding of his own family history. In A History of Silence Jones 
embarks on a quest for the truth about his family. What happened? Why do there 
seem to be so few stories? Why are there so few mementos? The answers he finds are 
completely unexpected and change everything. 
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The Girl Who Loved 
Camellias: The Life 
and Legend of Marie 
Duplessis

Julie 
Kavanagh

Hb $39.95 $35.95 The little known, riveting story of the most famous courtesan of her time: muse and 
mistress of Alexandre Dumas fils and Franz Liszt, the inspiration for Dumas's The Lady 
of the Camellias and Verdi's La Traviata, one of the most sought after, adored women 
of 1840s Paris. Born in 1824 in Normandy, Marie Duplessis fled her brutal peasant 
father (who forced her to live with a man many years her senior). Julie Kavanagh 
traces Marie's reinvention in Paris at sixteen: as shop girl, kept woman, and finally, as 
grand courtesan with the clothes, apartment, coach and horses that an aristocratic 
woman of the time would have had. Tall, willowy, with dramatic dark hair, Marie 
acquired an aristocratic mien, but coupled with a singular modesty and grace, she was 
an irresistible figure to men and women alike. Kanavagh brings her to life on the page 
against a brilliantly evoked background of 1840s Paris: the theater and opera, the best 
tables at the cafes frequented by society figures, theater directors, writers, artists - 
and Marie, only nineteen, at the center of it all. Four years later, at twenty-three, she 
would be dead of tuberculosis. 

The Boy on the 
Wooden Box: How 
the Impossible 
Became Possible... on 
Schindler's List

Leon Leyson Hb $19.99 $18.00 Leon Leyson (born Leib Lezjon) was only ten years old when the Nazis invaded Poland 
and his family was forced to relocate to the Krakow ghetto. With incredible luck, 
perseverance and grit, Leyson was able to survive the sadism of the Nazis, including 
that of the demonic Amon Goeth, commandant of Plaszow, the concentration camp 
outside Krakow. Ultimately, it was the generosity and cunning of one man, a man 
named Oskar Schindler, who saved Leon Leyson's life, and the lives of his mother, his 
father, and two of his four siblings, by adding their names to his list of workers in his 
factory - a list that became world renowned: Schindler's List. This, the only memoir 
published by a former Schindler's List child, perfectly captures the innocence of a 
small boy who goes through the unthinkable. Most notable is the lack of rancour, the 
lack of venom, and the abundance of dignity in Mr Leyson's telling. The Boy on the 
Wooden Box is a legacy of hope, a memoir unlike anything you've ever read. 

The Great Escaper: 
The Life and Death 
of Roger Bushell - 
Love, Betrayal, Big X 
and the Great Escape

Simon 
Pearson

Tp $32.99 $29.70 Born in South Africa in 1910, Roger Bushell was the son of a British mining engineer. 
By the age of 29, this charismatic character who spoke nine languages had become a 
London barrister with a reputation for successfully defending those much less 
fortunate than him. On 23 May, 1940, his Spitfire was shot down during a dogfight 
over Boulogne after destroying two German fighters. From then on his life was 
governed by an unquenchable desire to escape from Occupied Europe. Over the next 
four years he made three escapes, coming within 100 yards of the Swiss border during 
his first attempt. His second escape took him to Prague where he was sheltered by the 
Czech resistance for eight months before he was captured. The three month's of 
savage interrogation in Berlin by the Gestapo that followed made him even more 
determined. Prisoner or not, he would do his utmost to fight the Nazis. His third (and 
last escape) destabilised the Nazi leadership and captured the imagination of the 
world. He died on 29 March 1944, murdered on the explicit instructions of Adolf Hitler. 

Joseph Anton: A 
Memoir

Salman 
Rushdie

Pb $19.95 $17.95 How does a man live with the constant threat of murder? How does he continue to 
work when deprived of his freedom? How does he sustain friendships, or fall in and 
out of love? How does he fight back? For over a decade, Salman Rushdie lived with a 
death sentence to his name. He dwelt in a world of secrecy and disguise, a world of 
security guards and armoured cars, of aliases and code names. In Joseph Anton, 
Rushdie tells the tale behind the infamous fatwa. It is a remarkable story of one of the 
crucial battles, in our time, for freedom of speech, but also an unflinchingly honest and 
fiercely funny account of a life turned upside-down. 

Salinger David 
Shields & 
Shane 
Salerno

Tp $32.99 $29.70 Based on eight years of exhaustive research and exclusive interviews with more than 
two hundred people - and published in coordination with the international theatrical 
release of a major documentary film from the Weinstein Company - The Private War of 
J.D. Salinger is a global cultural event: the definitive biography of one of the most 
beloved and mysterious figures of the twentieth century. For more than fifty years, the 
ever elusive author of The Catcher in the Rye has been the subject of a relentless 
stream of newspaper and magazine articles as well as several biographies. Yet all of 
these attempts have been hampered by a fundamental lack of access and by the 
persistent recycling of inaccurate information. Salinger remains, astonishingly, an 
enigma. The complex and contradictory human being behind the myth has never been 
revealed. 
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Tell My Sons: A 
Father's Last Letters

Mark Weber Tp $32.95 $29.65 At just 38 and at the height of his military career, highly decorated soldier Colonel 
Mark Weber was diagnosed with deadly V gastro-intestinal cancer. Given just four 
months to live, he began to write a letter to his three young sons so that as they grew 
up without him they would at least have the lessons that living u and dying u had 
taught him about courage and fear, pride and humility, words and actions, and so 
much more. Over time that letter became the extraordinary Tell My Sons. This 
profoundly moving father's story has proved to be a gift that has reached far beyond 
his three sons. It is for anyone who could use the best advice a dying hero has to offer. 
As the bestselling author of Tuesdays With Morrie, Mitch Albom says: 'Mark Weber's 
story has touched me in such a profound way. It's real, brave, gritty, honest, inspiring 
and a gift to us all. Every page exudes courage, honesty, and an indomitable spirit'. 

P G Wodehouse: A 
Life in Letters

Sophie 
Ratcliffe [ed]

Pb $19.95 $17.95 This is the definitive edition of P. G. Wodehouse's letters, edited with a commentary by 
Oxford academic Sophie Ratcliffe. The funniest and most adored writer of the 
twentieth century, P. G. Wodehouse always shied away from the idea of a biography u 
a retiring sort of chap, he expressed himself through the written word. So his letters -
expertly collected and edited here - provide the best biographical accompaniment you 
could wish for to legendary comic creations such as Jeeves, Wooster, Psmith and the 
Empress of Blandings. Tapping hitherto unknown sources, these letters give an 
unrivalled insight into the great man, from his schooldays at Dulwich College, the 
family's financial reverses which saw his hopes of university dashed, life in New York 
working in musical comedy alongside Irving Berlin, Cole Porter and George Gershwin, 
the years of fame as a novelist, and not least the strange episode in 1940 where he was 
interned by the Germans and accused of broadcasting pro-Nazi propaganda. It is a 
book every lover of Wodehouse will want to possess.

The Making of the 
Middle Sea: A 
History of the 
Mediterranean from 
the Beginning to the 
Emergence of the 
Classical World

Cyprian 
Broodbank

Hb $59.95 $53.95 The Mediterranean has been for millennia one of the global cockpits of human 
endeavour. World-class interpretations exist of its Classical and subsequent history, 
but there has been remarkably little holistic exploration of how its societies, culture 
and economies first came into being, despite the fact that almost all the fundamental 
developments originated well before 500 bc. This book is the first full, interpretive 
synthesis for a generation on the rise of the Mediterranean world from its beginning, 
before the emergence of our own species, up to the threshold of Classical times. 
Extensively illustrated and ranging across disciplines, subject matter and chronology 
from early humans and the origins of farming and metallurgy to the rise of 
civilizations Egyptian, Levantine, Hispanic, Minoan, Mycenaean, Phoenician, Etruscan, 
early Greek the book is a masterpiece of archaeological and historical writing. 

The Prince of 
Medicine: Galen in 
the Roman Empire

Susan P 
Mattern

Hb $38.95 $35.05 The remarkable career of Galen of Pergamum (A.D. 129 - 216) began as a provincial 
medic tending to wounded gladiators in Asia Minor. It ended at the very heart of 
Roman power as one of a small circle of court physicians to the Emperor Marcus 
Aurelius. This is the first ever authoritative biography of this brilliant, audacious, and 
profoundly influential figure. Like many Greek intellectuals living in the high Roman 
Empire, Galen was a prodigious polymath, writing on subjects as varied as ethics and 
eczema, grammar and gout. Indeed, he was highly regarded in his lifetime as much for 
his philosophical works as for his medical treatises, and his writings, published in 
twenty-two volumes, comprise one-eighth of all surviving classical Greek literature. 
From the later Roman Empire through the Renaissance, medical education would be 
based primarily on his works. Even up to the twentieth century, he would remain the 
single most influential figure in western medicine. 

Reports from a 
Turbulent Decade

Michael 
Fullilove & 
Anthony 
Bubalo

Tp $29.99 $27.00 Throughout a decade of remarkable change and upheaval, the Lowy Institute has 
discussed, dissected and analysed the big issues shaping global politics, and provided 
fresh policy ideas for Australian decision-makers. Ranked as Australia's leading think 
tank, the Lowy Institute provides high-quality research and distinctive perspectives on 
the trends affecting Australia and the world. This anthology features some of the best 
and most insightful papers, speeches and op-eds from the Lowy Institute's first 
decade. Included here are works by Lowy Institute researchers, Australian prime 
ministers and leading international scholars on diverse topics - from America's 
'Seinfeld' strategy in Iraq, to building trust with China and Australia's place in the 
world. These are some of Australia's finest thinkers analysing the key issues that have 
had a major impact on Australia over the last turbulent decade, collated by our most 
influential think tank. 
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A Letter to 
Generation Next: 
Why Labor

Kim Carr Pb $24.99 $22.50 Senator Kim Carr is a true believer. He details what the Party stands for in the 21st 
century. In A Letter to Generation Next: Why Labor he lays out a heartfelt argument 
about why politics is important in our daily lives and demands our involvement. This 
is a book from a passionate and pragmatic idealist, which makes the case for activism 
and proposes that for the current generation of social democrats, the time has come to 
reinvigorate the Australian Labor Party. Senator Carr was the third minister to resign 
after Kevin Rudd declined to challenge Prime Minister Julia Gillard following former 
Arts Minister Simon Crean's call for a leadership spill in March 2013. At the time he 
said, 'I leave the ministry without rancour and I will continue to work for the Labor 
mission.' A Letter to Generation Next: Why Labor is part of that commitment. 

Beloved Land: 
Stories, Struggles, 
and Secrets from 
Timor-Leste

Gordon 
Peake

Tp $29.95 $26.95 At the stroke of midnight on 20 May 2002, the Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste 
became the first new nation of the 21st century. From that moment, those who fought 
for independence have faced a challenge even bigger than shaking off Indonesian 
occupation: running a country of their own. Beloved Land picks up the story where 
world attention left off. Blending narrative history, travelogue, and personal 
reminiscences based on four years of living in the country, Gordon Peake shows the 
daunting hurdles that the people of Timor-Leste must overcome to build a nation from 
scratch, and how much the international community has to learn if it is to help rather 
than hinder the process. Family politics, squabbles, power struggles, old romances, 
and even older grudges are woven into life in this land of intrigue and rumours in the 
most remarkable ways. Yet above all, Beloved Land is a story about the one million 
East Timorese who speak nearly 20 different languages, and who are exuberantly 
building their nation.

Boom: The 
Underground 
History of Australia, 
from Gold Rush to 
GFC

Malcolm 
Knox

Tp $34.99 $31.50 Mining divides the country - development against conservation, north-and-west 
against south-and-east, pro-tax against anti-tax. It's an important industry, but why 
do passions run so high? What does mining really mean to us? And how much do we 
understand about our underground history? Although we favour the romantic vision 
of Australia riding to prosperity on the sheep's back, in reality we have always owed 
as much to the shovel. The gold rush kick-started the nation, populating our cities and 
building our regional centres, and our fortunes have both risen and fallen according to 
what we've been able to dig from the ground. To describe mining's place in the 
Australian story, Boom presents not a textbook history, but a narrative of the people 
behind the facts and figures, from the eccentric loners who staked the first claims to 
the emergence of the modern mega-magnates. It takes us deep underground with men 
working in extraordinary danger by candlelight, and on the extraordinary journey 
25,000 tonnes of the raw Australian landscape makes from the Pilbara to Shanghai. 

The Great Race: The 
Race Between the 
English and the 
French to Complete 
the Map of Australia

David Hill Pb $19.95 $17.95 On the afternoon of 8 April 1802, in the remote southern ocean, two explorers had a 
remarkable chance encounter. Englishman Matthew Flinders and Frenchman Nicolas 
Baudin had been sent by their governments on the same quest: to explore the 
uncharted coast of the great south land and find out whether the west and east coasts, 
four thousand kilometres apart, were part of the same island. And so began the three-
year race to compile the definitive map of Australia. Written from diaries and other 
first-hand accounts, this is the thrilling story of men whose skill and determination 
enabled Terra Australis Incognita to become Australia. 

Eyre: The Forgotten 
Explorer

Ivan 
Rudolph

Hb $39.99 $36.00 Edward John Eyre was one of the bravest explorers to tackle the unforgiving 
Australian outback - and one of the youngest. Lake Eyre, the Eyre Peninsula, the Eyre 
Highway that traverses the Nullarbor between Adelaide and Perth, and many other 
landmarks are named after him - so why do Australians know so little about him 
today? Based on original documents, letters and previously unpublished material, this 
fascinating portrait of a forgotten hero of Australia reveals a young explorer who lived 
a dynamic and adventurous life in the early years of the colonies. 
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Passchendaele: The 
Anatomy of a 
Tragedy

Andrew 
Macdonald

Tp $32.99 $29.70 This extensively researched book tells the story of one of the darkest hours of 
Australia and New Zealand's First World War military. With the forensic use of 
decades-old documents and soldier accounts, it unveils for the first time what really 
happened on the war-torn slopes of Passchendaele, why, and who was responsible for 
the deaths and injuries of thousands of soldiers in the black mud of Flanders. 
Macdonald explores the October battles of Third Ypres from the perspective of the 
generals who organised them to the soldiers in the field, drawing on a wide range of 
evidence held in Australia, New Zealand, Canada, Britain and Germany. His book is far 
more than a simple narrative of battle and includes critical and comparative 
assessments of command, personality, training discipline, weapons, systems, tactics 
and the environment. It looks equally at the roles of infantry, artillery and engineering 
units, whether Australian, New Zealand, Canadian or British, and in so doing presents 
a meticulous, objective and compelling investigation from start to finish. 

Gallipoli Air War: 
The Unknown Story 
of the Fight for the 
Skies Over Gallipoli

Hugh Dolan Tp $32.99 $29.70 From the author of 36 Days comes the dramatic and almost unknown account of the 
war fought high above the Gallipoli peninsula, as the fragile biplanes of the Royal 
Flying Corps and the sea planes of the Royal Navy battled both the elements and the 
Turkish Air Force (supplied and manned by their German allies). Whether flying 
reconnaissance missions, acting as artillery observers for the guns of the Royal Navy 
or bombing Turkish targets, the men who manned these frail machines had a 
remarkable impact on the campaign that until now has never been properly brought 
to light. Using meticulous research and the diaries and accounts of the combatants, 
this is a fascinating new front in the well-known Gallipoli story. 

In God They Trust? 
The Religious Beliefs 
of Australia's Prime 
Ministers 1901-2013

Roy William Hb $19.95 $17.95 Most of Australia's leaders since Federation believed in God. Some were serious 
Christians and very few were indifferent towards religion. In this timely and original 
book, Roy Williams examines the spiritual life of each of our Prime Ministers from 
Edmund Barton to Julia Gillard. He explores the ways in which, for good and ill, their 
beliefs (or agnosticism) shaped the history and development of the nation. Featuring 
extensive interviews with John Howard and Kevin Rudd, and pulling no punches, this 
book will appeal to voters across party lines and excite plenty of debate among 
believers and non-believers alike. 

Walking Wounded Brian 
Freeman

Tp $32.99 $29.70 Brian Freeman, former special forces soldier, Kokoda Track record-breaker and 
discoverer of the lost battlefield of Kokoda, had a belief that walking the track could 
have a special benefit for wounded Australian servicemen and the families of those 
killed in Afghanistan or Iraq. In 2012, he proved his theory right by organising two 
treks that produced some extraordinary results for those who took part - from the 
former commando who lost both legs in Afghanistan to the father who lost his son 
there. Walking Wounded is the inspiring accounts of the men and women on those 
treks - how walking in the footsteps of those who fought on the track has helped them 
piece their lives back together. It's also a deep insight into their service, the actions 
that saw them wounded and the slow process of recovery and rehabilitation that 
rarely features in our news stories. Written with compassion and true empathy, 
Walking Wounded is as important as it is moving, and paves the way for the treks 
with veterans and their families to continue. 

Too Bold to Die: The 
Making of Australian 
War Heroes

Ian 
McPhedran

Tp $29.99 $27.00 From Gallipoli to Afghanistan, many Australians have been awarded military honours 
for acts of selfless courage. Others have missed out. Bestselling author Ian McPhedran 
uncovers new stories of extreme bravery in action from WWII to today, and hears 
from those on the front line about what courage really means. Some of these stories, 
including Medals for Gallantry awarded in the face of the enemy in East Timor and 
Afghanistan, are quite extraordinary. This book also explores why some become 
national heroes and others are overlooked. 
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Tudor: The Family 
Story

Leanda De 
Lisle

Tp $35.00 $31.50 The Tudors' story is packed with famous and thrilling tales: Henry VIII and his wives, 
Elizabeth the Virgin Queen, the Princes in the Tower, the Armada. But, as Leanda de 
Lisle shows in this exciting new history, if we look beyond these familiar headlines, 
much that is new and surprising is revealed. The Tudor canon starts with Bosworth in 
1485 and really gets going with Henry VIII and the Reformation. But this leaves out the 
obscure Welsh origins of Owain ap Maredudd ap Tudur, the man who would become 
known simply as 'Owen Tudor' and fall (literally) into the lap of Katherine de Valois, 
widow of Henry V. It leaves out the courage of Margaret Beaufort, the forgotten 
pregnant thirteen-year-old girl who through her son Henry VII went on to found and 
shape the Tudor dynasty. It casts Elizabeth as the paradigm of power, and misses the 
effects of Mary's influence as they were growing up. Over and above everything else, 
the Tudors' is a family story.

How To Be a 
Victorian

Ruth 
Goodman

Hb $45.00 $40.50 We know what life was like for Victoria and Albert. But what was it like for a 
commoner like you or me? Surviving everyday life came down to the gritty details, the 
small necessities and tricks of living. How To Be A Victorian is a radical new approach 
to history; a journey back in time more intimate, personal and physical than anything 
before. It is one told from the inside out - how our forebears interacted with the 
practicalities of their world - and it is a history of those things that make up the day-
to-day reality of life, matters so small and seemingly mundane that people scarcely 
mention them in their diaries or letters. Moving through the rhythm of the day, from 
waking up to the sound of a knocker-upper man poking a stick at your window, to 
retiring for nocturnal activities, when the door finally closes on twenty four hours of 
life, this astonishing guide illuminates the overlapping worlds of health, sex, fashion, 
food, school, work and play.

The Victorian City: 
Everyday Life in 
Dickens' London

Judith 
Flanders

Pb $24.99 $22.50 The nineteenth century was a time of unprecedented transformation, and nowhere 
was this more apparent than on the streets of London. In only a few decades, London 
grew from a Regency town to the biggest city the world had ever seen, with more 
than 6.5 million people and railways, street-lighting and new buildings at every turn. 
Charles Dickens obsessively walked London's streets, recording its pleasures, 
curiosities and cruelties. Now, Judith Flanders follows in his footsteps, leading us 
through the markets, transport systems, sewers, slums, cemeteries, gin palaces and 
entertainment emporia of Dickens' London. The Victorian City is a revelatory portrait 
of everyday life on the streets, bringing to life the Victorian capital in all its variety, 
vibrancy, and squalor. No one who reads it will view London in the same light again. 

Serving Victoria: Life 
in the Royal 
Household

Kate 
Hubbard

Pb $19.95 $17.95 During the sixty-odd years of her reign, Queen Victoria gathered around her a 
household dedicated to her service. By following the lives of six members of her 
household - from governess to maid-of-honour, chaplain to personal physician - 
Serving Victoria offers a unique insight into the Victorian court with all its frustrations 
and absurdities. Sitting squarely at its centre is Victoria, and through the eyes of her 
household we see a Queen who is more vulnerable, more emotional, more selfish and 
more comical than is generally supposed. A woman who was prone to fits of giggles, 
who wept easily and often, who gobbled her food and shrank from confrontation, 
while insisting on controlling the lives of those around her. Serving Victoria provides a 
glimpse of what it meant and what it was like to serve the Queen. It is shortlisted for 
the 2012 Costa Biography Award. 

China's War with 
Japan, 1937-1945: 
The Struggle for 
Survival

Rana Mitter Hb $49.99 $45.00 In Rana Mitter's tense, moving and hugely important book, the war between China 
and Japan - one of the most important struggles of the Second World War - at last 
gets the masterly history it deserves. Different countries give different opening dates 
for the period of the Second World War, but perhaps the most compelling is 1937, 
when the 'Marco Polo Bridge Incident' plunged China and Japan into a conflict of 
extraordinary duration and ferocity - a war which would result in many millions of 
deaths and completely reshape East Asia in ways which we continue to confront 
today. With great vividness and narrative drive Rana Mitter's new book draws on a 
huge range of new sources to recreate this terrible conflict. He writes both about the 
major leaders (Chiang Kaishek, Mao Zedong and Wang Jingwei) and about the 
ordinary people swept up by terrible times. Mitter puts at the heart of our 
understanding of the Second World War that it was Japan's failure to defeat China 
which was the key dynamic for what happened in Asia. 
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I Deserted Hitler: 
Memoirs of Bruno J 
Trappmann

Nancy Inglis Hb $24.95 $22.45 This is the moving story of Bruno Trappmann told by his partner, Nancy Inglis. The 
story opens with touching descriptions of the simplicity of a young boy's life growing 
up under Hitler's 3rd Reich where, at every step of his being, he is in conflict with Nazi 
ideology and values to which he cannot conform. The story moves across his time in 
the German army at 21 years of age, his desertion, life under the Russians and his final 
days living with his beloved Nancy in Australia. 

Saving Italy: The 
Race to Rescue a 
Nation's Treasures 
from the Nazis

Robert M 
Edsel

Hb $34.95 $31.45 On the eve of the 1943 invasion of Italy, just weeks before Allied bombs nearly 
destroyed Leonardo da Vinci's Last Supper in Milan, General Dwight Eisenhower 
empowered a new kind of soldier to protect mankind's greatest cultural treasures. In 
May 1944, two unlikely American heroes - an artist and a scholar - embarked from 
Naples on the treasure hunt of a lifetime, tracking billions of dollars of stolen art, 
including works by Donatello, Titian, Caravaggio and Botticelli. As the Germans blew 
up the historic bridges of Florence and Allied air raids threatened Michelangelo's 
David, a heretofore-unknown SS general held the art hostage while negotiating a 
secret Nazi surrender with American spies. A gripping narrative that will appeal to 
fans of history, art, travel and adventure, Saving Italy takes us from the battlefields of 
Monte Cassino to the Vatican and behind closed doors with the great Allied and Axis 
leaders: Roosevelt, Eisenhower and Churchill; Hitler, Goring and Himmler. 

The Story of the 
Jews: Finding the 
Words 1000BCE – 
1492CE

Simon 
Schama

Tp $35.00 $29.95 A story spanning the millennia and the continents - from India to Andalusia and from 
the bazaars of Cairo to the streets of Oxford. It takes you to unimagined places: to a 
Jewish kingdom in the mountains of southern Arabia; a Syrian synagogue glowing 
with radiant wall paintings; the palm groves of the Jewish dead in the Roman 
catacombs. And its voices ring loud and clear, from the severities and ecstasies of the 
Bible writers to the love poems of wine bibbers in a garden in Muslim Spain. Within 
these pages, the Talmud burns in the streets of Paris, massed gibbets hang over the 
streets of medieval London, a Major can illuminator redraws the world; candles are lit, 
chants are sung, mules are packed, ships loaded with spice and gems founder at sea. 
And a great story unfolds. Not - as often imagined - of a culture apart, but of a Jewish 
world immersed in and imprinted by the peoples among whom they have dwelled, 
from the Egyptians to the Greeks, from the Arabs to the Christians, which makes the 
story of the Jews everyone's story, too. 

The Invention of the 
Land of Israel: From 
Holy Land to 
Homeland

Shlomo 
Sand

Tp $29.95 $26.95 What is a homeland? When does it become a national territory? Why have so many 
people been willing to die for such places throughout the twentieth century? What is 
the essence of the Promised Land? Following the acclaimed and controversial The 
Invention of the Jewish People, Shlomo Sand examines the mysterious sacred land that 
has become the site of the longest-running national struggle of the twentieth and 
twenty-first centuries. The Invention of the Land of Israel deconstructs the age-old 
legends surrounding the Holy Land and the prejudices that continue to suffocate it. 
The invention of the modern concept of the Land of Israel in the nineteenth century, 
he argues, not only facilitated the colonization of the Middle East and the 
establishment of the State of Israel, it is also what is threatening Israel's existence 
today. 

Revolutionary Iran: 
A History of the 
Islamic Republic

Michael 
Axworthy

Hb $49.99 $45.00 This is a major new and definitive work by the author of Iran: Empire of the Mind. 
Ayatollah Khomeini's return to Tehran in February 1979 was a key moment in post-
War international politics. A large, well-populated and wealthy state suddenly 
committed itself to a quite new path: a revolution based on the supremacy of Islam 
and contempt for both superpowers. For over 30 years the Islamic Republic has 
resisted widespread condemnation, sanctions, and sustained attacks by Iraq in an 
eight-year war. Many policy-makers today share a weary wish that Iran would 
somehow just disappear as a problem. But with Iran's continuing commitment to a 
nuclear programme and its reputation as a trouble-maker in Afghanistan, Lebanon and 
elsewhere, this is unlikely any time soon. The slow demise of the 2009 'Green 
Revolution' shows that Revolutionary Iran's institutions are still formidable. 
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Gaddafi's Harem: 
The Shocking True 
Story of Gaddafi's 
Secret Sex Slaves

Annick 
Cojean

Pb $24.99 $22.50 The shocking true story of a schoolgirl's abduction into Colonel Gaddafi's secret harem 
of sex slaves. Award-winning French journalist Annick Cojean has given a voice to the 
horrific and moving story of Soraya, a 15-year-old girl who was summoned to 
Gaddafi's palatial compound near Tripoli in Libya after the dictator 'chose' her on one 
of his school visits. There she joined dozens of young women who were systematically 
abused, raped and degraded by Gaddafi. In public, the women were disguised as 
Gaddafi's security personnel. In private, they were confined to basement apartments, 
on hand for the depraved and violent impulses of one of the twentieth century's most 
malevolent dictators. Cojean has interviewed many who were involved in this 
appalling regime, including those whose complicity helped keep the charade going for 
so long. A French bestseller, with more than 100,000 sold, Gaddafi's Harem is an 
astonishing portrait of the essence of dictatorship: how power gone unchecked can 
wreak havoc. 

The Deadly 
Sisterhood: A Story 
of Women, Power 
and Intrigue in the 
Italian Renaissance

Leonie 
Frieda

Pb $22.99 $20.70 This book is one of drama on a grand scale, a Renaissance epic, as Christendom 
emerged from the shadows of the calamitous 14th century. The sweeping tale involves 
inspired and corrupt monarchs, the finest thinkers, the most brilliant artists and the 
greatest beauties in Christendom. Here are the stories of its most remarkable women, 
who are all joined by birth, marriage and friendship and who ruled for a time in place 
of their men-folk: Lucrezia Turnabuoni (Queen Mother of Florence, the power behind 
the Medici throne), Clarice Orsini (Roman princess, feudal wife), Beatrice d'Este 
(Golden Girl of the Renaissance), Caterina Sforza (Lioness of the Romagna), Isabella 
d'Este (the Acquisitive Marchesa), Giulia Farnese ('la bella', the family asset), Isabella 
d'Aragona (the Weeping Duchess) and Lucrezia Borgia (the Virtuous Fury). The men 
play a secondary role in this grand saga; whenever possible the action is seen through 
the eyes of our heroines. 

JFK's Last Hundred 
Days: An Intimate 
Portrait of a Great 
President

Thurston 
Clarke

Hb $39.99 $34.99 Thurston Clarke's gripping account of the last months of the life of President John F. 
Kennedy weaves together his public and private life and addresses the most 
tantalizing mystery of all - not who killed him but who he was when he was killed, 
and where he would have led his country and the world. This re-examination of a 
critical period looks at all the areas of the president's fascinating life: the progress he 
made towards ending the Cold War, passing the Civil Rights Act and withdrawing US 
troops from Vietnam, as well as his grief at the death of his infant son Patrick, his 
ongoing battle with ill health and his renewed determination to be a good husband 
and father. The resulting portrait reveals the essence of this charismatic man, his 
personal transformation and the emergence of a great president. It also explains the 
widespread and enduring grief following his assassination, mourning the loss of his 
remarkable promise, which had become increasingly evident during his last hundred 
days. 

The Dispensable 
Nation: American 
Foreign Policy in 
Retreat

Vali Nasr Tp $32.95 $29.65 Former State Department adviser for Afghanistan and Pakistan, and bestselling author, 
Vali Nasr delivers a sharp indictment of America's flawed foreign policy, and outlines 
its new relationship with the Muslim world. Nasr takes readers behind the scenes at 
the State Department, and reveals how the Obama administration's fear of political 
backlash and the spectre of terrorism have crippled the efforts of diplomatic giants, 
such as Richard Holbrooke and Hillary Clinton, to boost America's foundering 
credibility with world leaders. Now a second Arab Spring is brewing - not a hopeful 
clamour for democracy, but rage at the US for its reliance on drones and 
assissinations. Drawing on his in-depth knowledge of teh Middle East and first-hand 
experience in diplomacy, Nasr offers a owerful reassessment of American foreign 
policy that seeks to direct the country away from its failing relationships in the Middle 
East toward more productive, and less costly, partnerships with other foreign allies. 
Forceful and persuasive, Vali nasr's book is a game changer for America as it charts a 
course in the Muslim world, Asia, and beyond. 

Six Months in 1945: 
From World War to 
Cold War

Michael 
Dobbs

Pb $19.95 $17.95 When FDR, Winston Churchill and Josef Stalin gathered outside the Crimean city of 
Yalta in February 1945, they had Hitler's armies on the run, and victory was just a 
matter of time. Their mission was to forge the decisions that would shape the postwar 
world, and above all to divide up Europe between Soviet and Western influence. These 
men had been fighting side by side for nearly four years but the cracks in their alliance 
were emerging; even before the Second World War ended, another conflict was 
beginning. Six Months captures this turning point of the twentieth century, re-
creating the steady breakdown in relations between powers. While the Berlin airlift 
and the Iron Curtain would not arrive for three years, by August 1945 the West and 
the Soviet Union were firmly on the path to a Cold War. Michael Dobbs brilliantly 
renders the personalities and geopolitics that drove this descent, illuminating the aims 
and frustrations of the key leaders. This is a vivid story of power, personalities, and 
national interests competing at a crucial moment in history. 
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1914: Fight the Good 
Fight - Britain, the 
Army and the 
Coming of the First 
World War

Allan 
Mallinson

Tp $39.95 $35.95 The measured, silent drawing together of gigantic forces, the uncertainty of their 
movements and positions, the number of unknown and unknowable facts made the 
first collision a drama never surpassed... In fact the War was decided in the first 
twenty days of fighting, and all that happened afterwards consisted in battles which, 
however formidable and devastating, were but desperate and vain appeals against the 
decision of fate. Intensely researched and convincingly argued, Allan Mallinson 
explores and explains the grand strategic shift that occurred in the century before the 
war, the British Army's regeneration after its drubbings in its fight against the Boer in 
South Africa, its almost calamitous experience of the first twenty days' fighting in 
Flanders to the point at which the British Expeditionary Force - the 'Old 
Contemptibles' - took up the pick and the spade in the middle of September 1914. For it 
was then that the war changed from one of rapid and brutal movement into the now 
familiar image of the trenches.

Hell's Battlefield: 
The Australians in 
New Guinea in 
World War II

Phillip 
Bradley

Tp $32.99 $29.70 Hell's Battlefield is the first book that tells the whole story of the Australians against 
the Japanese in New Guinea during World War II, from invasion in 1942 to the brutal 
end game in 1945. Besides giving new perspectives on the Kokoda campaign, the book 
covers the battles that preceded and those that followed, most of which have 
previously received scant attention. Phillip Bradley has conducted extensive research 
on the official and private records from Australia, the US and Japan, and as well as 
these perspectives, shows those of the Papua New Guineans. He has also conducted 
wide-ranging interviews with veterans, and made extensive use of Japanese prisoner 
interrogation records. The text is further illuminated by the author's deep familiarity 
with the New Guinea battlefields, and is well illustrated with photographs, many 
previously unpublished, and maps. Hundreds of thousands of Australians, Phillip's 
father among them, fought in New Guinea. Many never returned. Hell's Battlefield tells 
their story, and those of the battles that raged on land, in the air and at sea. 

Oil and Honey: The 
Education of an 
Unlikely Activist

Bill 
McKibben

Pb $24.99 $22.50 Bill McKibben is not a person you'd expect to find handcuffed in the city jail in 
Washington, D.C. But that's where he spent three days in the summer of 2011, after 
leading the largest civil disobedience in thirty years to protest the Keystone XL 
pipeline. A few months later the protesters would see their efforts rewarded when 
President Obama agreed to put the project on hold. And yet McKibben realized that 
this small and temporary victory was at best a stepping-stone. With the Arctic 
melting, the Midwest in drought, and Sandy scouring the Atlantic, the need for much 
deeper solutions was obvious. Some of those would come at the local level, and 
McKibben recounts a year he spends in the company of a beekeeper raising his hives 
as part of the growing trend towards local food. Other solutions would come from a 
much larger fight against the fossil-fuel industry as a whole. Oil and Honey is 
McKibben's account of these two necessary and mutually reinforcing sides of the 
global climate fight - from the absolute centre of the maelstrom and from the growing 
hive of small-scale local answers to the climate crisis.

Big Coal: Australia's 
Dirtiest Habit

Guy Pearse 
[et al]

Pb $34.99 $31.50 Australia's dirtiest habit is its addiction to coal. But is our dependence on it a road to 
prosperity or a dead end? Are we hooked for life? And who is profiting from our 
addiction? Former lobbyist and political insider Guy Pearse, media and politics 
commentator David McKnight and environment writer Bob Burton cut through the 
spin to expose the underbelly of an industry whose power continues to soar while its 
expansion feeds catastrophic climate change. They dissect the charm offensive (and 
muscle) the coal industry uses to get its way, and reveal the myth of 'clean coal' - and 
the taxpayer-funded PR machine behind it. They chart the stratospheric rise of a new 
generation of coal barons (some high-profile, others faceless). And they lay bare the 
desolation in regional communities as prime farming land and much else is strip-
mined along with the coal. Most contentiously of all, they explore how Australia can 
break its dirtiest habit and move towards a prosperous, sustainable-energy future. 

Bad Pharma: How 
Drug Companies 
Mislead Doctors and 
Harm Patients

Ben 
Goldacre

Pb $19.99 $18.00 Medicine is broken. We like to imagine that it's based on evidence and the results of 
fair tests. In reality, those tests are often profoundly flawed. We like to imagine that 
doctors are familiar with the research literature surrounding a drug, when in reality 
much of the research is hidden from them by drug companies. All these problems have 
been protected from public scrutiny because they're too complex to capture in a sound 
bite. But Dr. Ben Goldacre shows that the true scale of this murderous disaster fully 
reveals itself only when the details are untangled. He believes we should all be able to 
understand precisely how data manipulation works and how research misconduct on 
a global scale affects us. In his own words, the tricks and distortions documented in 
these pages are beautiful, intricate, and fascinating in their details. With Goldacre's 
characteristic flair and a forensic attention to detail, Bad Pharma reveals a shockingly 
broken system and calls for something to be done. This is the pharmaceutical industry 
as it has never been seen before. 

SCIENCE
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My Brief History Stephen 
Hawking

Hb $29.95 $26.95 Stephen Hawking has dazzled readers worldwide with a string of bestsellers exploring 
the mysteries of the universe. Now, for the first time, the most brilliant cosmologist of 
our age turns his gaze inward for a revealing look at his own life and intellectual 
evolution. My Brief History recounts Stephen Hawking's improbable journey, from his 
post-war London boyhood to his years of international acclaim and celebrity. Lavishly 
illustrated with rarely seen photographs, this concise, witty and candid account 
introduces readers to a Hawking rarely glimpsed in previous books: the inquisitive 
schoolboy whose classmates nicknamed him 'Einstein'; the jokester who once placed a 
bet with a colleague over the existence of a black hole; and the young husband and 
father struggling to gain a foothold in the world of academia. Writing with 
characteristic humility and humour, Hawking opens up about the challenges that 
confronted him following his diagnosis of ALS aged twenty-one.

Maths in 100 Key 
Breakthroughs

Richard 
Elwes

Tp $29.99 $27.00 Maths in 100 Key Breakthroughs presents a series of essays explaining the 
fundamentals of the most important maths concepts you really need to know. Richard 
Elwes profiles the groundbreaking and front-of-mind discoveries that have had a 
profound influence on our way of life and understanding. From the origins of counting 
some 35,000 years ago, right up to the very latest breakthroughs - such as Wiles' proof 
of Fermat's Last Theorem and Cook & Wolfram's Rule 110 - Maths in 100 Key 
Breakthroughs tells a story of discovery, invention, painstaking progress and inspired 
leaps of the imagination. 

Computing with 
Quantum Cats: From 
Colossus to Qubits

John 
Gribbin

Tp $35.00 $31.50 The quantum computer is no longer the stuff of science fiction. Pioneering physicists 
are on the brink of unlocking a new quantum universe which provides a better 
representation of reality than our everyday experiences and common sense ever could. 
The birth of quantum computers - which, like Schrodinger's famous 'dead and alive' 
cat, rely on entities like electrons, photons or atoms existing in two states at the same 
time - is set to turn the computing world on its head. In his fascinating study of this 
cutting-edge technology, John Gribbin updates his previous views on the nature of 
quantum reality, arguing for a universe of many parallel worlds where 'everything is 
real'. Looking back to Alan Turing's work on the Enigma machine and the first 
electronic computer, Gribbin explains how quantum theory developed to make 
quantum computers work in practice as well as in principle. 

The Universe in the 
Rearview Mirror: 
How Hidden 
Symmetries Shape 
Reality

Dave 
Goldberg

Hb $29.99 $27.00 Why is the sky dark at night? Is it possible to build a shrink-ray gun? If there is 
antimatter, can there be antipeople? Why are past, present, and future our only 
options? Are time and space like a butterfly's wings? No one but Dave Goldberg, the 
coolest nerd physicist on the planet, could give a hyper drive tour of the universe like 
this one. Not only does he answer the questions your stoner friends came up with in 
college, but he also reveals the most profound discoveries of physics with infectious, 
Carl Sagan-like enthusiasm and accessibility. Goldberg's narrative is populated with 
giants from the history of physics, and the biggest turns out to be an unsung genius 
and Nazi holocaust escapee named Emmy Noether - the other Einstein. She was 
unrecognized, even unpaid, throughout most of her career simply because she was a 
woman. Nevertheless, her theorem relating conservation laws to symmetries is widely 
regarded to be as important as Einstein's notion of the speed of light.

The Race for What's 
Left: The Global 
Scramble for the 
World's Last 
Resources

Michael 
Klare

Pb $19.99 $18.00 The world is facing an unprecedented crisis of resource depletion - a crisis that 
encompasses shortages of oil, coal and natural gas, copper and cobalt, water and 
arable land. With all of the Earth's habitable areas already in use, the desperate hunt 
for supplies has now reached the final frontiers. The Race for What's Left takes us from 
the Arctic to war zones to deep ocean floors, from a Russian submarine planting the 
country's flag under the North Pole to the large-scale buying up of African farmland by 
Saudi Arabia and other nations. With resource extraction growing more complex, the 
environmental risks are becoming increasingly severe - and the intense search for 
dwindling supplies is igniting new border disputes. The only way out, Klare argues, 
will be to alter our consumption patterns altogether, a crucial task that will be the 
greatest challenge of the coming century. 
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Dreamland: 
Adventures in the 
Strange Science of 
Sleep

David 
Randall

Pb $19.95 $17.95 Journalist David K. Randall never gave sleep much thought. That is, until he began 
sleepwalking and a midnight crash into a wall sent him on an investigation into the 
strange science of sleep. In Dreamland, Randall explores the research investigating 
those dark hours that make up nearly a third of our lives. Taking readers from military 
battlefields to children's bedrooms, Dreamland shows that sleep isn't as simple as it 
seems. Among other questions, he looks at whether women sleep differently to men 
and, if you happen to kill someone while you are sleepwalking, whether it counts as 
murder. This book is a tour of the often odd, sometimes disturbing and always 
fascinating things that go on in the peculiar world of sleep. 

What If Einstein Was 
Wrong? Asking the 
Big Questions About 
Physics

Brian Clegg Tp $29.95 $26.95 Asking the big questions about physics. What if...? are the two words that sow the 
seeds for human speculation, experimentation, invention, evolution, revolution, and 
change. In an uncertain age, economists are asking, What if growth stopped growing?; 
scientists, What if light speed were overtaken?; and politicians, What if the third 
world became the first? What If Einstein Was Wrong? challenges a team of scholars to 
experiment with 50 topical science speculations, at a time when the hunt for the Higgs 
boson particle is threatening to undermine the foundations of our knowledge. You can 
consider what time travel, warp speed, artificial gravity, or the loss of Schrodinger's 
cat could mean to us, and en route accumulate the knowledge you need to debate the 
shape that our science might take in the future. 

Quarterly Essay #51: 
David Marr on 
George Pell

David Marr Pb $19.99 $18.00 George Pell: leader of the Catholic Church in Australia, confessor to Tony Abbott. 
David Marr: the nation's leading biographer and investigative journalist. Cardinal 
George Pell is the most prominent Catholic leader in Australia at a time when the 
Church's handling of sexual abuse is being closely investigated. He is also the 
confessor of prime-minister-in-waiting Tony Abbott. In Quarterly Essay 51, David Marr 
investigates the character and actions of George Pell: how does he wield his authority? 
How did he rise to prominence? How has he handled abuse claims in the past? What is 
the source of his authority? How deep does his political influence go? This will be a 
news-breaking and definitive portrait of Pell, at a time of maximum tension and 
scrutiny for both him and the church. Following up the explosive Political Animal, 
Marr's essay is certain to be one of the most discussed pieces of writing of the year. 

Antifragile: Things 
That Gain from 
Disorder

Nassim 
Nicholas 
Taleb

Pb $22.99 $20.70 Just as human bones get stronger when subjected to stress and tension, many things 
in life benefit from stress, disorder, volatility, and turmoil. What Taleb has identified 
and calls antifragile are things that not only gain from chaos but need it in order to 
survive and flourish. Here Taleb stands uncertainty on its head, making it desirable, 
even necessary. The antifragile is beyond the resilient or robust. The resilient resists 
shocks and stays the same; the antifragile gets better and better. What's more, the 
antifragile is immune to prediction errors and protected from adverse events. Why is 
the city-state better than the nation-state, why is debt bad for you, and why is what 
we call 'efficient' not efficient at all? Why do government responses and social policies 
protect the strong and hurt the weak? Why should you write your resignation letter 
before starting on the job? How did the sinking of the Titanic save lives?

Hallucinations Oliver Sacks Pb $22.99 $20.70 Have you ever seen something that wasn't really there? Heard someone call your name 
in an empty house? Sensed someone following you and turned around to find nothing? 
Hallucinations don't belong wholly to the insane. Much more commonly, they are 
linked to sensory deprivation, intoxication, illness, or injury. In some conditions, 
hallucinations can lead to religious epiphanies or even the feeling of leaving one's own 
body. Humans have always sought such life-changing visions, and for thousands of 
years have used hallucinogenic compounds to achieve them. In this book, with his 
usual elegance, curiosity, and compassion, Dr Sacks weaves together stories of his 
patients and of his own mind-altering experiences to illuminate what hallucinations 
tell us about the organization and structure of our brains, how they have influenced 
every culture's folklore and art, and why the potential for hallucination is present in 
us all, a vital part of the human condition. 

TODAY'S WORLD
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The Yellow Elephant: 
Improve Your 
Memory and Learn 
More, Faster, Better

Tanzel Ali Pb $24.95 $22.45 A strong memory is a great asset in many facets of daily life, from simply 
remembering your shopping list and people's names, to cramming for exams, actors 
learning lines, musicians knowing their music, to business marketers making sure 
their message is remembered effectively. Or importantly, for all of us to exercise our 
brain and keep our mind fit. You do not need to be stuck with a bad memory, your 
memory can be improved by learning some simple techniques and applying them. In 
The Yellow Elephant, two times Australian Memory Champion, Tansel Ali, shows you 
the steps that made his very ordinary memory into a champion memory. The easy to 
follow plan explains how the brain remembers and therefore how to trigger it 
effectively. Practical exercises demonstrate how the techniques work and build your 
memory skills quickly. Visualisation is one of the key methods and hence a yellow 
elephant is easier to remember than any old elephant. 

The Bhutanese Guide 
to Happiness

Gyonpo 
Tshering

Pb $14.99 $13.50 From the country where happiness is valued above material wealth comes a treasure 
trove of wisdom, inspiration and humour. Collected from the tiny kingdom of Bhutan 
in the Eastern Himalayas, these proverbs reflect the Bhutanese people s dedication to 
treating everyone with kindness and respect, and their sense of fun. Sometimes 
profound and often thought provoking, these simple quotes remind us that happiness 
can be achieved through being compassionate, affectionate and ready to enjoy life. 

The Loudest Voice In 
The Room: The 
Inside Story Of How 
Roger Ailes And Fox 
News Remade 
American Politics

Gabriel 
Sherman

Tp $34.95 $31.45 The astonishing inside story of Fox News, the most powerful media and political 
business in the world, from one of the hottest young investigative journalists today. 
The story of Fox News' ascent is an epic story of political power, business success, 
brass-knuckle tactics, and old-school showmanship. 

The New Front Page: 
New Media and the 
Rise of the Audience

Tim Dunlop Pb $27.95 $25.15 A provocative, timely account of the changing face of jounalism from a pioneer of the 
new-media revolution. For a long time, media organisations have controlled the news, 
treating their audiences as products for advertisers.  Yet as journalism has moved 
online and behind paywalls, the public is demanding more say in how the news is 
created.  They are using blogs, Twitter, and Facebook to share stories, and selecting 
their sources to create their own 'front page'. In this lively, biting critique, media 
commentator Tim Dunlop explores the rise of the audience, and how unprepared the 
mainstream media has been for this changing balance of power.  Drawing on his 
experiences as prominent political blogger, he argues that the future of meaningful 
journalism - the sort we need in order to be informed citizens - will increasingly rely 
on journalists and editors taking the audience into their confidence and working with 
them, rather than against them. 

Unnatural Selection: 
Why the Geeks will 
Inherit the Earth

Mark 
Roeder

Pb $29.99 $27.00 Is Darwin's theory of evolution out of date? According to author Mark Roeder it is. In 
Charles Darwin's view, only the fittest of the species - the aplha males and females 
survived and evolved. But these days the game has changed. You no longer need 
physical strength and strong genes to make it - in fact in our increasingly man-made 
sedentary and digital world, the traits which count are often the opposite of Darwin's 
check list. Think of the film 'The Social Network'. The central battle is between two 
opposing sides - one, the Winklevoss twins have classic alpha genes: they are 
attractive, tall, strong, Olympian rowers, good at school, moneyed. On the other side is 
nerdy, slightly autistic, physically weak Mark Zuckerberg. The twist in the tale is that 
it is Zuckerberg who triumphs - it is his ability to multi-task, to read the new 
currency, to bend the man-made systems to his will, which make him the victor. Mark 
Roeder takes this example as the starting point of a bold new theory - that it will be 
the geeks who inherit the earth. 
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On Offence: The 
Politics of 
Indignation

Richard 
King

Pb $27.95 $25.15 Everyone has taken and given offence; anyone who claims they haven't is either lying 
or uniquely tolerant. Yet in recent years, offence has become more than an expression 
of annoyance – it's now a form of political currency. Politicians and religious leaser 
have mastered the art of indignation to motivate their supporters or deflect unwanted 
attention, and the news cycle has become increasingly dominated by reports on these 
tiny tempests. In this provocative account, Richard King explores how the politics of 
offence is poisoning public debate. With hurt feelings being paraded like union 
banners, we've ushered in a new mood of censoriousness, self-pity, and self-
righteousness. Unofficial censorship has even led to official censorship; blowing the 
dust off old blasphemy laws, we are moving forward into the past. Yet King contends 
that freedom of speech is meaningless without the freedom to offend, and that the 
claim to be offended should be the beginning of the argument, not the end of it.

The Undercover 
Economist Strikes 
Back: How to Run - 
or Ruin - an 
Economy

Tim Harford Tp $32.99 $29.70 A million readers bought The Undercover Economist to get the lowdown on how 
economics works on a small scale, in our everyday lives. Since then, economics has 
become big news. Crises, austerity, riots, bonuses - all are in the headlines all the time. 
But how does this large-scale economic world really work? What would happen if we 
cancelled everyone's debt? How do you create a job? Will the BRIC countries take over 
the world? Asking - among many other things -- what the future holds for the Euro, 
why the banks are still paying record bonuses and where government borrowing will 
take us, in The Undercover Economist Strikes Back, Tim Harford returns with his 
trademark clarity and wit to explain what's really going on - and what it means for us 
all. 

Celebrity Politics Mark 
Wheeler

Tp $32.95 $29.65 In this new book, Mark Wheeler offers the first in-depth analysis of the history, nature 
and global reach of celebrity politics today. Celebrity politicians and politicized 
celebrities have had a profound impact upon the practice of politics and the way in 
which it is now communicated. New forms of political participation have emerged as a 
result and the political classes have increasingly absorbed the values of celebrity into 
their own PR strategies. Celebrity activists, endorsers, humanitarians and diplomats 
also play a part in reconfiguring politics for a more fragmented and image-conscious 
public arena. In academic circles, celebrity may be viewed as a 'manufactured 
product'; one fabricated by media exposure so that celebrity activists are no more than 
'bards of the powerful.' Mark Wheeler, however, provides a more nuanced critique 
contending that both celebrity politicians and politicized stars should be defined by 
their 'affective capacity' to operate within the public sphere

The Proper Study of 
Mankind: An 
Anthology of Essays

Isaiah Berlin Pb $34.95 $31.45 Isaiah Berlin was one of the leading thinkers of the century, and one of the finest 
writers. The Proper Study Of Mankind selects some of the best of his essays. The full 
(and enormous) range of his work is represented here, from the exposition of his most 
distinctive doctrine - pluralism - to studies of Machiavelli, Tolstoy, Churchill and 
Roosevelt. In these pages he encapsulates the principal movements that characterise 
the modern age: romanticism, historicism, Fascism, relativism, irrationalism and 
nationalism. His ideas are always tied to the people who conceived them, so that 
abstractions are brought alive. His insights both illuminate the past and offer a key to 
the burning issues of the today. 

The Story of 
Philosophy: A 
History of Western 
Thought

James 
Garvey & 
Jeremy 
Stangroom

Pb $19.99 $18.00 The Story of Philosophy sees philosophy for what it is: a passionate, exhilarating quest 
for human understanding that cannot be reduced to dry categories or simple 
definitions. It's a story with plot twists, a murder, accidental discoveries, disastrous 
love affairs, geniuses, idiots, monks, and vagabonds. At the heart of it all are the ideas 
and obsessions that have captured great thinkers from the very beginning. Packed 
with intriguing anecdotes and fascinating detail, James Garvey and Jeremy Stangroom 
bring us face to face with the most important philosophers in western history. 
Rigorous, refreshingly free of academic jargon, and highly accessible, this is the ideal 
introduction for anyone who wants to gain a new perspective on philosophy's biggest 
thoughts. 
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Friendship A C Grayling Hb $36.95 $33.25 In this fascinating exploration of friendship through the ages, one of the most thought-
provoking philosophers of our time tracks historical ideas of friendship, gathers a 
diversity of friendship stories from the annals of myth and literature, and provides 
unexpected insights into our friends, ourselves, and the role of friendships in an 
ethical life. A. C. Grayling roves the rich traditions of friendship in literature, culture, 
art and philosophy, bringing into his discussion familiar pairs as well as unfamiliar - 
Achilles and Patroclus, David and Jonathan, Coleridge and Wordsworth, Huck Finn 
and Jim. Grayling lays out major philosophical interpretations of friendship, then 
offers his own take, drawing on personal experiences and an acute awareness of vast 
cultural shifts that have occurred. With penetrating insight he addresses internet-
based friendship, contemporary mixed gender friendships, how friendships may 
supersede family relationships, one's duty within friendship, the idea of friendship to 
humanity and ultimately the universal value of friendship. 

Inventing the Enemy Umberto 
Eco

Pb $19.95 $17.95 A collection of timely essays by the internationally acclaimed and bestselling essayist, 
philosopher, literary critic and author of The Name of the Rose and The Prague 
Cemetery. Inventing the Enemy covers a wide range of topics on which Umberto Eco 
has written and lectured over the last ten years, from the discussion of ideas that have 
inspired his earlier novels - exploring lost islands, mythical realms, and the medieval 
world in the process - to a disquisition on the theme that runs through his most 
recent novel, The Prague Cemetery, that every country needs an enemy, and if it 
doesn't have one, must invent it. Eco's lively new collection examines topics as diverse 
as St Thomas Aquinas's notions about the soul of an unborn child, indignant reviews 
of James Joyce's Ulysses by fascist journalists of the 1920s and 1930s, censorship, 
violence and Wikileaks. These are essays full of passion, curiosity, and obsessions by 
one of the world's most esteemed scholars and critically acclaimed, bestselling 
novelists. 

The Novel Cure: An A-
Z of Literary 
Remedies

Ella 
Berthoud & 
Susan 
Elderkin

Tp $32.99 $29.70 Sick? Tired? Lost your job? Take one dose of literature and repeat until better. The 
Novel Cure is an A-Z of literary remedies that offers a cure in the form of a novel for 
all kinds of ailments of the mind and body, and life's general ups and downs. Whether 
you have stomach flu, low self-esteem or are just stuck in a rut, this book will 
recommend a novel to help ease your pain. This is a medical handbook - with a 
difference. Austen for arrogance, Bronte for a broken heart, Pynchon for paranoia or 
Tolstoy for toothache: the remedy for your malady is at your fingertips. Featuring old 
and modern classics, unheard-of gems, novels for all tastes and ages, The Novel Cure is 
a warm and passionate, witty and wonderful way to expand your reading list (and 
cure what ails you), and the perfect gift for all bibliophiles. 

The Counselor Cormac 
McCarthy

Pb $19.99 $18.00 In early 2012 it was announced that Cormac McCarthy had written his first original 
screenplay - news which provoked huge excitement, a swift deal and the appointment 
of Ridley Scott to direct. But this is no ordinary screenplay. This is a work of 
extraordinary imagination which draws on many of the themes of McCarthy's work as 
well as taking it to new dark places. It is also written with great descriptive passages 
counteracting the dialogue, so the reader is given the full experience of the McCarthy 
prose. It is the story of a lawyer, the Counselor, a man who is so seduced by the desire 
to get rich, to impress his fiancee Laura, that he becomes involved in a drug-smuggling 
venture that quickly takes him way out of his depth. His contacts in this are the 
mysterious and probably corrupt Reiner and the seductive Malkina, so exotic her pets 
of choice are two cheetahs. As the action crosses the Mexican border, things become 
darker, more violent and more sexually disturbing than the Counselor has ever 
imagined. 

Save with Jamie: 
Shop Smart, Cook 
Clever, Waste Less

Jamie Oliver Hb $49.99 $45.00 Jamie gets the nation cooking clever, shopping smart and wasting less with his new 
cookbook, Save with Jamie. This year, I've got the message loud and clear that as 
everyone comes under bigger and bigger financial pressure, they want help to cook 
tasty, nutritious food on a budget, so this book was born completely out of public 
demand. Save with Jamie draws on knowledge and cooking skills to help you make 
better choices, showing you how to buy economically and efficiently, get the most out 
of your ingredients, save time and prevent food waste. And there's no compromise - 
I'm talking big flavours, comfort food that makes you happy, and colourful, optimistic 
dishes. Our biggest luxury is knowledge, whether times are hard or not, so get kitchen 
smart and smash the recession. 
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The Sydney Morning 
Herald Good Food 
Guide 2014

Joanna 
Savill & 
Terry 
Durack     

Pb $24.99 $22.50 For 29 years the release of Australia's most prestigious restaurant bible has been the 
biggest event on the local food calendar. We scour NSW to find great places to eat. 
Only the very best restaurants are featured in the Guide. To be listed, a restaurant 
must score a minimum of 11 points out of 20. The very best restaurants are awarded 
the coveted chef's hats - a sign of consistency and excellence. We make some tough 
calls and some bold ones, without fear or favour, tackling local legends and up-and-
comers alike. Some don't make the cut. Our reviewers dine anonymously and pay for 
their meals to deliver independent advice you can trust. 

Destination 
Cambodia

Walter 
Mason

Pb $24.99 $22.50 With his friends, Simon a taxi-driver and unlikely middle-aged gigolo, and Lan a leggy 
Vietnamese transsexual, he explores Phnom Penh's underworld. He seeks out his old 
friend Pek, he of the mysterious scars, in amongst the Chinese merchants and the 
proprietors of Vietnamese coffee houses and Khmer restaurants. Resting in the bars 
and cafes that line the banks of the river, he notes the strong French influence from a 
colonial past. He also befriends Mak Suong, a gifted young writer who scandalised 
Cambodian society with his racy, wildly popular novel about the lives of gay men in 
Phnom Penh. Walter retreats to the cool courtyard of Wat Koh, an enormous Buddhist 
monastery in the centre of Phnom Penh, with his friends, both monks - Sim, a big 
country lad who flirts with girls who come to visit, and dreams of leaving the 
monastery to marry; and morose, brooding Sakol who unloads his troubles to Walter, 
revealing how he is haunted by the demons of war, cruelty and murder from 
Cambodia's dark past. 

On the Trail of 
Genghis Khan

Tim Cope Tp $29.99 $27.00 The relationship between man and horse on the Eurasian steppe gave rise to a 
succession of rich nomadic cultures. Among them were the Mongols of the thirteenth 
century - a small tribe, which, under the charismatic leadership of Genghis Khan, 
created the largest contiguous land empire in history. Inspired by the extraordinary 
life nomads still lead today, Tim Cope embarked on a journey that hadn't been 
successfully completed since those times: to travel on horseback across the entire 
length of the Eurasian steppe, from Karakorum, the ancient capital of Mongolia, 
through Kazakhstan, Russia, Crimea and the Ukraine to the Danube River in Hungary. 
From horse-riding novice to travelling three years and 6,000 miles on horseback, 
accompanied by his dog Tigon, Tim learnt to fend off wolves and would-be horse-
thieves, and grapple with the extremes of the steppe as he crossed sub-zero plateaux, 
the scorching deserts of Kazakhstan and the high-mountain passes of the Carpathians. 
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Children’s Books Recommended by Lindy 
 

The Vanishing Moment by Margaret Wild (Pb $17.99 $16.20) 
 
The respected and award-winning picture book author has produced a fascinating and 
intriguing novel for older readers. Three people's lives are followed, in fragments. Bob has an 
awful stepfather who makes his life hell. The only bright spot is his little half-sister, who he 
loves with all his heart. Arrow is adrift, and has never felt comfortable since early adolescence, 
when a terrible tragedy split her life into 'before' and 'after'. Marika can't stop weeping after 
her little brother is kidnapped in a public place when she was was in charge. Arrow and 
Marika's lives intersect in a small coastal town which has significance for both of them - and 
for the magician, Bob, who tells them both of his theory about multiple universes. And even 
though their present lives aren't what they want, what would Marika and Arrow lose if they 

could change their pasts? A very satisfying read! ~ Lindy 
 
Just So Stories by Rudyard Kipling, illustrated by Robert Ingpen (Hb $39.99 $36.00) 
 
This is one in Ingpen's beautifully illustrated classics for children - but as with all the others he 
has done (eg Wind in the Willows, Secret Garden, Treasure Island, Alice in Wonderland) their 
appeal is widespread and certainly not limited! The text is unabridged and brings to the reader 
all Kipling's charming and colourful tales of how certain animals got their characteristic 
features. They are delightful and entertaining, and still worth sharing with younger readers. 
The gorgeous illustrations add to the experience, Ingpen's warm and soft colours in realistic 
shades of golden greys and browns enlivened with greens and blues are so beautifully 

expressive! For readers and book collectors, young and old. ~ Lindy 
 
Every Breath by Ellie Marney (Pb $19.99 $17.10) 
 
Rachel Watts is living in a tiny house in a Melbourne suburb, her parents and older brother 
working all the hours they can to keep a roof above their heads. None of them want to be 
there, but the banks foreclosed on the family property and they are reduced to near penury. 
Rachel resents the loss of her wide-open country life, but there is one consolation - her 
friendship with charismatic neighbour and near-genius James Mycroft. He attends the same 
school (when he hasn't been suspended - a regular occurrence) and there are hints about a 
troubling past. His abiding passion is forensic science, and he runs a website dedicated to 
criminal forensics. When they find a friend of theirs, a homeless man, dead near Melbourne 
Zoo, they begin their own investigation. A page-turner for older teen readers! ~ Lindy 

 
That is NOT a Good Idea! by Mo Willems (Hb $24.95 $22.45) 
 
A fox and a goose meet and there is instant attraction. Dinner! thinks one of them. Fox asks 
goose to go for a stroll, and she accepts. That is NOT a good idea! says a little gosling. They 
stroll into the dark woods (NOT a good idea!) and visit his kitchen (really NOT a good idea) 
where dinner is eventually served… A very simple picture book with Willems' trademark 
cartoon-graphic illustrations, text presented like a silent movie to move the story along, and 
repetition which invites young readers' participation. Ages 4-6. ~ Lindy 

 
The Dance Teacher by Simon Milne (Hb $24.99 $22.50) 
 
Isabelle wants to be a ballerina. Her teacher, Miss Sylvie, tells her dancing is hard work and 
practice is necessary, and asks whether she can work hard. So starts Isabelle's love affair 
with ballet. Her best friends start classes with her, until life gets in the way for the others, 
but Isabelle persists, until she realises her ambitions to be a ballerina. But one day she 
realises she wants something else… A sweet and charming picture book about the thrill of 

dance, and of working hard to achieve your dreams, and then the satisfaction of giving back. Expressive illustrations 
by Chantal Stewart. ~ Lindy 
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